December  29th,  1913 


Dr  Primrose 

Faculty  o f  Uedi cine 

University  of  To.ronto 

Dear  Dr  Primrose: 

-.any  thanks  for  your  letter,  enclosing  015.00 
from  Dr  fata on ,  Dr  Rudolf,  end  yourself.  I  am 
forwarding  to  Hr  Kevin  a  cheque  for  025*00,  which 
I  think  would  bo  &  pretty  good  contribution  from  our 
{section.  Doubtless  they  ran  into  large  expense  by 
reason  of  the  number  of  their  invitod  guests. 

With  the  compliments  of  the  Deason,  I  am 

Yours  sincerely. 


President 


ADDRESS  REPLY  "  ~ 

to  Dr.  Primrose 

Faculty  of  Medicine 

University  of  Toronto 

'Mt  A  *  frufff/ft,  January  6th,  1914 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE 


President  Falconer, 

University  of  Toronto. 

Dear  Mr.  President 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the 
Faculty  of  Medicine  it  was  determined  to  recommend  that  Dr. 
A.  D.  A.  Mason  he  appointed  Demonstrator  in  Dental  Surgery 
for  Session  1913-1914. 

Yours  faithfully. 


Secretary. 


January  13th,  1914 
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Dr.  Frlrr rose, 

Secretary,  Faculty  of  Medicine', 

University  of  Toronto. 


Dear  Dr.  Fr  in  rose1: 


The  Secretary  of  the  Hosoital  Board  of  St.  Michael's 
has  asked  ne  to  aDooint  two  recresentatives  frorr  our  Faculty  of  Medicine 
to  neet  two  of  the  trenbers  of  their  nedical  advisory  board.  I  have 
nominated  the  Dean  and  yourself,  and  T  have  asked  the  St.  Michael's 
oeonle  to  fleet  us  in  the  Faculty  Rcoit  of  the  Medical  Building  on  Friday 
afternoon  at  five  o'clock.  Can  you  be  there  ? 

•  Yours  sincerely., 


president 


Expenses  incurred  "by  Dr.  A.  3.  Uacallum  in 
att end  in?  ,;  the  Conference  in  Montreal,  represent 
ing  McGill  and  Dorontt  Medical  faculties 


Do  Montreal  and  return 

GIG. 70 

Half  of  leoninpr  Compartment 

3-00 

Gratuity  to  Dorter 

.25 

Half  of  Cleepina;  Compartment 

3.00 

Cah  in  Montreal 

.50 

Gratuity  to  .^orter 

.25 

G23.70 


Certified  correct. 


ADDRESS  REPLY 


UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE 


to  Dr.  Primrose 

Faculty  of  Medicine 

University  of  Toronto 

Mar cli  1 2  "fc  f  19X4# 


The  President, 

University  of  Toronto. 

Peer  Mr.  President 

I  am  sending  to  yon  enclosed  herewith  a 
certified  account  from  Professor  A.  B.  Macallum , covering  his 
expenses  in  connection  with  attending  the  Conference  with 
McGill  University. 

Yours  faithfully, 


Secretary 


SL-Q.  JP  JL 


April  20th,  1914. 

Sir  Edmund  Osier, 

The  Homestead, 

Hot  Springs, 

Virginia. 

Dear  Sir  Edmund: - 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you 
regarding  a  matter  in  which  I  trust  I  may  enlist. your  sympathy  and 
interest,  as  I  consider  it  is  one  of  very  vital  interest  to  the 
medical  profession  here. 

There  is  at  the  present  moment  serious  danger  of  our  losing 
the  services  of  Professor  T.G. Brodie,  the  Professor  of  Physiology 
in  our  University.  Professor  Brodie  came  to  us  five  years  ago 

from  England  and  has  since  that  time  Been  the  head  of  the  Department 
of  Physiology.  Before  coming  to  us  his  reputation  as  a  scientist 

had  "been  widely  recognized  and  among  otner  honours  he  had  Been  granted 
the  fellowship  of  the  Royal  Society,  wnich  speaks  for  itself  as  far. 
as  his  scientific  attainment  is  concerned.  He  Built  up  and  organized 
the  laboratories  in  the  Physiological  Department  of  the  University  so 
that  to-day  I  understand  no  Better  equipped  laboratories  for  physiologica 
work  can  Be  found  anywhere,  and  in  fact  I  have  heard  it  stated  By  an 
eminent  authority  that  Brodie’ s  laboratories  are  unique.  He  is  an 
excellent  teacher  and  an  inspiration  to  all  who  work  with  him. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  met  Professor  Erodie  or  not 
But  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most  Brilliant  men  tnat  we  have 
recently  acquired  in  Canada  and  in  consequence  of  his  reputation  and 
ability  you  can  understand  that  it  is  the  more  difficult  to  keep  him 
with  us. 

The  situation  at  present  is  tnis.  The  Chair  of  Physiology 
in  the  University  of  Liverpool  has  recently  Become  vacant  £nd  the  Best 
available  man  will  Be  obtained  to  fill  that  position.  There  seems 
to  Be  little  doubt  that  Brodie  will  Be  appointed  there  should  he 
consent  to  let  his  name  come  forward  as  a  candidate.  The  situation 
is  sucn  tnat  he  cannot  well  afford  to  reject  this  opportunity  of 
Bettering  his  position  financially.  In  fact  the  question  is  entirely 
a  financial  one  as  far  as  he  is  concerned  Because  ne  would  much 
prefer  to  continue  his  work  in  Toronto  than  go  to  Liverpool; 

I  do  not  wish  to  weary  you  with  a  long  letter  But  in  order  that 
you  may  understand  the  situation  Better  I  would  like  to  explain  that 
Brodie  has  remained  in  Toronto  at  great  personal  sacrifice; 
his  wife  and  three  Boys  are  living  in  England,-  one  son  is  entering 
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the  navy  and  the  other  two  are  completing  their  education  st  home. 

I  cannot  well  give  you  the  particulars  which  make  this  unfortunate 
arrangement  necessary  except  in  a  personal  interview  tut  tne  tact 
is  that  under  existing  conditions  Erodie  has  used  up  all  his 
available  personal  funds  and  is  about  at  the  end  of  his  tetner  and 
is  going  behind  yearly  to  the  extent  of  $1000  +o  $1500. 

You  will  therefore  set  that  from  his  standpoint  he  feels  that  he  is 
not  free  to  deal  with  this  opportunity  of  bettering  his  financial 
position,  althougn  he  has  no  desire  to  leave  us.  There  is  of 
course  the  natural  desire  to  be  with  his  wife  and  boys  but  I  fancy 
Mrs.Brodie  could  join  nim  nere  if  his  emolument  could  be  increased 
and  some  suitable  arrangement  could  then  be  made  for  tne  boys  in 
England . 

I  trust  I  am  not  wearying  you  with  this  long  preliminary 
explanation  tut  I  wish  to  apprise  you  of  the  facts  so  that  if  you 
can  suggest  or  help  us  in  any  way  perhaps  you  might  consider  the 
matter  favourably.  Professor  Erodie’s  salary  at  present  is 
$4000  and  there  is  no  opportunity  here  of  increasing  that  emolument 
in  any  way.  Even  the  examiners  fees  were  cut  off  by  tne  University 

a  year  ago.  He  feels  also  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  for 

the  work  of  his  department  that  he  snould  get  an  additional  $1000 
for  a  skilled  assistant.  I  think  he  can  obtain  $2000  from  the 

University  for  tnis  purpose  at  present  but  he  says  tnat  a  well- 
trained  man  to  do  efficient  work  cannot  be  obtained  for  less  than 
$3000.  I  think  he  could  remain  with  us  should  we  be  able  to 
raise  his  own  salary  to  $6000  per  annum  and  I  am  told  that  tne 
emolument  he  would  receive  in  England  would  be  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $6000  and,  as  you  know,  tnat  amount  would  go  furtner  in  England 
than  it  does  in  Canada.  The  salary  at  Liverpool  would  be 

considerably  less  than  tnat  amount  (I  tnink  it  is  about  $5000) 
tut  he  would  obtain  additional  work  wnicn  would  increase  it  b^ 
another  thousand,  so  tnat  unquestionably  he  could  obtain  $6000  by- 
going  to  Liverpool. 

The  position  therefore  is  tnat  we  snould  endeavour  to  raise 
$1000  additional  for  the  assistant  and  $2000  aduitional  for  the  Chair 
or  in  other  words,  what  one  would  like  to  see  obtained  for  the 
Department  of  Physiology  at  present  is  $3000  over  and  above  what 
the  University  at  present  pays  in  tne  Department  of  Physiology. 

It  seems  hopeless  to  obtain  tnis  increased  amount  from  the 
University.  You  no  doubt  are  aware  of  tne  deficit  in  the 

University  exchequer  and  it  seems  obvious  that  if  tne  University 
Governors  increased  Eroaie's  salary  then  a  number  of  other 
pi  of essorsuips  must  be  treated  along  similar  lines,  and  at  the 
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present  juncture  I  am  told  the  University  could  not  possibly 
afford  to  entertain  such  an  idea. 

I  am  Vvondering  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  some  lorm  Ox 
private  endowment  or  other  financial  arrangement  so  as  to  obtain 
from  private  sources  an  amount  of  $3000  annually  for  the 
Department  of  Physiology,  and  it  is  with  this  suggestion  in  view 
that  I  am  taking  the  great  liberty  of  writing  to  you  personally 
in  this  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  already  aware  of 

the  facts  which  I  have  detailed  above  but  I  thought  I  might  place 
the  matter  before  you  in  this  form  so  that  you  will  understand 
the  situation  which  confronts  tis. 

JBrodie  has  not  only  accomplished  brilliant  work  in  the 
Department  of  Physiology  but  he  has  also  helped  us  greatly  in 
developing  our  effort  to  do  experimental  work  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  pressing  problems  wnich  arise  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

I  may  say  that  Professor  Brodie  is  very  reticent  about  his 
affairs  and  is  the  last  man  to  make  the  slightest  move  wnich  would 
suggest  that  he  is  ’’holding  up”  the  University,  and  I  only  learned 
yesterday  that  he  must  communicate  with  Liverpool  on  or  before  the 
first  of  May.  In  other  words,  ne  must  decide  his  action  within 

£he  next  ten  days.  I  think  it  would  be  little  snort  of  a 

calamity  should  we  lose  him  at  the  present  juncture  and  I  know 
that  this  feeling  is  shared  by  all  my  colleagues.  A  personal 
interview,  I  am  sure,  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  than  this  long 
screed  but  as  1  find  you  are  out  of  town  and  will  not  return  in  time 
to  discuss  the  matter  I  thought  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  writing 
you  at  length.  I  do  not  wish  a  stone  unturned  to  retain  Brodie." 

It  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  Canadian  university  life  if  we  should 
lose  his  services. 

Please  forgive  the  liberty  I  take  in  thus  writing  to  you 
personally  but  I  know  how  greatly  it  would  be  appreciated  if  you 
could  see  your  way  clear  to  suggest  some  way  out  of  our  difficulties. 

I  am,  believe  me. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 


A. PH IMPOSE. 


100  COLLEGE  STREET, 
TORO  NTO. 


HOURS  FOR  CONSULTATION  12  TO  2  P  M 
TELEPHONE  NORTH  1655 


April  £2nd,  1914. 


Sir  Edmund  Walker* 

99  St. George  St., 
Toronto . 


Dear  Sir  Edmund: - 


1  enclose  herein  copy  of  a  letter  wnich 


I  wrote  to  Sir  Edmund  Osier  on  Monday  as  he  is  at  present  at 
Hot  Springs,  Virginia. 


I  am  greatly  exercised  lest  Professor  Erodie  shodld 


leave  us  and  I  cannot  see  any  other  way  of  retaining  him  than 


I  have  no  doubt  you  are  aware 


that  suggested  in  my  letter. 


of  the  situation  but  I  thought  I  might  take  the  liberty  of 
presenting  the  scheme  which  I  have  suggested  to  you  to  see 
whether  or  not  you  thought  it  feasible  to  act  along  these  lines. 
I  may  say  that  Mr. Leonard  of  St . Catharine s  was  in  Toronto  last 
evening  and  he  told  me  that  he  would  be  glad  to  help  to  some 
extent  in  the  manner  I  have  suggested,  provided  it  is  possible 
to  secure  the  necessary  amount. 

I  trust  I  am  not  taking  too  much  liberty  in  writing  to 
you  regarding  the  matter. 

I  should  be  glad  to  come  and  see  you  personally  at  any 
time  or  place  you  would  suggest  if  you  would  care  to  have  me 
do  so  . 


I  am, 


Yours  sincerely, 


??rd  Anri;  1914 


C  o  n  f  i  d  e  n  1 1  a  j. 

Dear  Lr  Primrose: 

Uni voraity 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  ?2nd  instant. 

I  of  coar go  know  through  the  President  of  the  possibility 
of  our  losing  Professor  hroriia.  Doubtless  this  would  be 
a  very  serious  loss  indeed,  but  T  may  say  confidentially 
that  it  jLOoks  as  if  it  would  be  difficult  to  avoid  it. 

We  aro  at  a  critical  moment  in  the  history  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  *  departure  from  our  previous  practice  by 
paying  more  than  the  present  maximum  sa  I  ary  is  practically 
impossible.  Those  who  are  generously  disposed  towards 
the  University  have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  in  connection 
with  the  hospital,  and  also  for  funds  for  medical  research. 
The  financial  situation  of  the  world  is  so  overcastat  the 
moment,  and  the  special  difficulties  of  the  University  as 
a  whole  are  so  great,  that  I  perhaps  may  be  taking  too 
gloomy  a  view  of  the  possibility  of  doing  anything  in 
Dr  Br od 1 e ' s  case . 

Yours  sincerely 

Dr  A.  Primrose 

ICO  College  Street 
Toronto 


May  4th,  1914. 


Mr.  R .  W.  Leonard, 

St.  Catharines, 
Ontario . 


Dear  Mr.  Leonard; - 


Since  writing  you  on  April  £Oth,  and 
with  reference  also  to  our  subsequent  interview,  I  would  like 
to  state  that  I  have  been  in  communication  with  different 
individuals  concerning  the  Brodie  situation. 

The  general  concensus  of  opinion  appears  to  be  that  it  would 
be  unwise  to  raise  Professor  Brodie’s  salary  as  Professor  of 
Physiology  because  other  members  of  the  staff  might  feel  tnat  they 
should  obtain  equal  remuneration.  It  has  teen  suggested,  however, 
that  Professor  Brodie  might  obtain  some  additional  remuneration  for 
services  in  another  direction. 

I  suggested  to  the  President  in  discussing  the  matter  with 
him,  that  Professor  Brodie  might  obtain  some  emolument  as  "Director 
oi  the  Experimental  Laboratory".  Le  would  certainly  be  the  ideal 
individual  to  place  in  that  responsible  position  when  the  laboratories 
are  in  commission,  and  in  fact  at  the  present  moment  he  is  assuming 
responsibility  for  certain  experimental  work  which  is  being  done 
by  some  of  my  juniors  on  the  surgical  staff. 

It  is  proposed  to  provide  and  equip  these  laboratories  in 
the  present  medical  Euilaing  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $10,000,  and 
I  think  that  this  expenditure  can  be  financed  through  the  University, 
■et^rwif  it  is  necessary  to  provide  say  five  per  cent  inteiest  on  the 
capital  invested.  We  have  felt  very  sorely  the  need  of  such 

laboratories  during  the  past  few  years  and  it  was  in  connection  with 
the  scheme  to  provide  such  equipment  that  I  first  spoke  to  you  more 
than  a  year  ago. 

The  proposal  in  the  meantime  is  to  offer  Professor  Brodie 
some  emolument  as  director  of  these  experimental  laboratories. 

The  President  thinks  that  we  should  provide  at  least  $1000  for  this 
purpose.  Personally  I  am  of  opinion  that  $1500  might  secure 
Professor  Brodie  to  us  for  the  future,  whilst  if  we  were  in  a 
po sir  ion  to  offer  him  merely  $1000  he  might  feel  it  his  duty  to 
accept  the  larger  emolument  at  Liverpool  and  therefore  I  am  now 
writing  to  suggest  that  we  secure  if  possible  tne  sum  of  $1500  for 
this  purpose. 

I  have  written  to  Sir  Edmund  talker,  Mr. Lash  and  Sir  Edmund 
Osier  on  tne  subject.  The  result  oi  my  correspondence  has  teen 
that  Six  Edmund  Osier  has  promised  to  contribute  "to  a  reasonable 
extent"  and  you  have  likewise  kindly  offerer  to  help.  I  do  not 
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think  that  I  can  obtain  assistance  for  this  purpose  from  otners 
excepting  from  these  two  sources,  namely  yourself  and  Sir  Edmund 
Osier,  If,  therefore,  you  could  see  your  way  clear  to  contribute 

to  tnis  object  and  if  the  result  is  to  retain  Professor  Erodie's 
services,  I  feel  that  your  action  in  this  regard  will  be  very  greatly 
appreciated  by  all  my  colleagues. 

I  stated  in  my  former  communication  that  Professor  Brodie 
had  to  take  action  by  the  first  of  ^.ay  and  ne  therefore  lodged  a 
formal  application  for  Liverpool  at  that  date  but  it  is  understood 
that  he  will  withdraw  his  application  if  he  decides  to  remain  with  us. 

4 

Professor  Brodie  sails  on  the  14th  inst .  and  it  »»ill  be 
uyecessaxy  to  be  in  a  position  to  offer  him  the  additional  emolument 
ol^ClbOO  before  he  sails.  On  arrival  in  England  ne  will  consult 
with  his  wife  regarding  the  situation  as  he  naturally  fesls  tnat 
he  cannot  decide  the  matter  finally  before  talking  the  matter  over 
with  her.  Be  will  then  cable  his  decision  to  the  University 

authorities  nere  in  order  that  no  time  will  be  lost,-  because  in 
the  event  of  our  losing  his  services  we  would  want  as  much  time  as 
possible  to  find  a  successor. 

I  would  therefore  be  personally  very  grateful  to  you  if 
you  would  let  me  hear  from  you  at  an  early  date  and  I  should  very- 
much  like  to  come  and  se'e  you  at  any  point  you  may  suggest  if  I  might 
do  so  in  order  that  I  might  discuss  the  situation  with  you. 


fours  very  sincerely. 


<Q 


HOURS  FOR  CONSULTATION  12  TO  2  PM 
TELEPHONE  NORTH  1655 


100  COLLECE  STREET, 
TORONTO. 


May  15th,  1914. 


/ 


President  Ealeoner, 

University  of  Toronto, 
Toronto . 


Dear  Mr.  President 

I  enclose  herein  the  copy 

of  a  letter  from  Mr. Leonard  and  another  from  Sir  Edmund 
Osier  regarding  the  contributions  wnich  they  have  promised 
to  the  fund  in  connection  with  the  laboratories  over  wnich 
it  is  proposed  to  give  Professor  Brodie  the  directorship. 

I  may  say  that  Mr. Leonard  stated  to  me  over  the 
telephone  that  he  would  be  willing  to  provide  one-half  of 
the  $1000  (that  is  $500.)  which  it  was  proposed  to  provide 
as  an  additional  emolument  to  Professor  Brodie. 

On  the  first  opportunity  of  meeting  Mr. Leonard  1  vail  ask 
him  to  confirm  this  promise  and  will  further  suggest  that  he 
would  at  least  agree  to  the  terms  wnich  Sir  Edmund  Osier 
has  laid  down  in  promising  to  provide  the  necessary  amount 
for  three  successive  years. 

I  am  greatly  delighted  that  we  were  able  to  assure 
Professor  Brodie  before  he  left  Toronto  that  the  necessary 
amount  had  been  secured. 


Sincerely  yours, 


COPI 


21  Jordan  Street, 

Toronto,  Canada. 

Dr.  A.  Primrose, 

100  College  St . , 

Toronto . 

Deer  Dr.  Primrose:- 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  inst. 

I  received  on  my  return  from  Hot  Springs. 

I  can  quite  understand  that  it  would  not 
he  wise  to  raise  any  one  professor’s  salary,  as  it 
would  he  sure  to  create  a  feeling  among  other  prof¬ 
essors.  The  plan  you  suggest  seems  to  he  rather  a 
simple  one  in  regard  to  Professor  Erodie.  You  evid¬ 
ently  want  $1500.00  and  I  will  he  glad  to  agree  to 
contribute  $750.00  for  three  years  if  Professor  Brodie’s 
services  can  be  retained. 


Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  EDMUHD  B.  OSLER. 


Spr  ingbank, 


St.  Catharines,  Ont. 
11th  May,  1914 . 

Dear  Doctor  Primrose:- 

I  teg  to  acknowledge  yours 
of  the  4th  instant,  received  on  my  return  home. 

You  may  count  on  me  for  one  year  for 
one-third  of  the  aduitional  amount  necessary,  provided 
it  does  not  exceed  the  fifteen  hundred  dollars  which 
you  mention  as  being  sufficient  to  ensure  keeping 
Dr.Erodie  in  this  country. 

I  think  .the  arrangement  as  now  proposed 
is  much  preferable  to  your  former  ideas. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Signed)  R.W. Leonard. 

Dr .A.Pri mrose, 

100  College  Street, 

Toronto,  Ont. 


HOURS  FOR  CONSULTATION  12  TO  2  P  M 
TELEPHONE  NORTH  1655. 
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100  COLLEGE  STREET, 

TORO  NTO. 

April  22nd,  1914. 

Z. A. lash,  Esq.,K.C. 

C  .3 .B. Build ing, 

Toront o . 

Dear  Mr. Lash:- 

I  enclose  herein  copy  of  a  letter  which 
I  wrote  to  Sir  Edmund  Osier  on  Monday  as  he  is  at  present  at 
Hot  Springs,  Virginia. 

I  am  greatly  exercised  lest  Professor  Brodie  should 
leave  us  and  I  cannot  see  any  other  way  of  retaining  him  than 
that  suggested  in  my  letter.  I  have  no  douht  you  are 

aware  of  the  situation  tut  I  thought  I  might  take  the  liberty 
of  presenting  the  scheme  wnich  I  have  suggested  to  you  to  see 
whether  or  not  you  t nought  it  feasible  to  act  along  these  lines. 
I  may  say  that  Mr. Leonard  of  St .Catharines  was  in  Toronto  last 
evening  and  he  told  me  that  he  would  be  glad  to  help  to  some 
extent  in  the  manner  I  have  suggested,  provided  it  is  possible 
to  secure  the  necessary  amount. 

I  trust  I  am  not  taking  too  much  liberty  in  writing 
to  you  regarding  the  matter. 

I  should  be  glad  to  come  and  see  you  personally  at  any 
time  or  place  you  would  suggest  if  you  would  care  to  have  me 
do  so . 


■ 


Q..SLJL 
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April  20th,  1914. 

Sir  Edmund  Osier, 

The  homestead, 

Eot  Springs, 

Virginia. 


Petr  Sir  Edmund;  - 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you 
regarding  a  matter  in  which  I  trust  I  may  enlist  your  sympathy  and 
interest,  as  I  consider  it  is  one  of  very  vital  interest  to  the 
medical  profession  here. 

There  is  at  the  present  moment  serious  danger  of  our  losing 
the  services  of  Professor  T.G. Brodie,  the  Professor  of  Physiology 
in  our  University.  Professor  Brodie  came  to  U3  five  years  ago 

from  England  and  has  since  that  time  been  the  head  of  the  Department 
of  Physiology.  Before  coming  to  us  his  reputation  as  a  scientist 
had  been  widely  recognized  and  among  other  honours  he  nad  teen  granted 
the  fellowship  of  the  Royal  Society,  which  speaks  for  itself  as  far 
as  his  scientific  attainment  is  concerned.  he  built  up  and  organized 
the  laboratories  in  the  Physiological  Department  of  the  University  so 
that  to-day  I  understand  no  better  equipped  laboratories  for  physiological 
work  can  be  found  anywhere,  and  in  fact  I  have  heard  it  stated  by  an 
eminent  authority  that  Brodie' s  laboratories  are  unique.  He  is  an 
excellent  teacher  and  an  inspiration  to  ail  who  work  with  him. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  met  Professor  Brodie  or  not 
but  he  is  looked  upon  as  one  o  the  most  brilliant  men  that  we  have 
recently  acquired  in  Canada  and  in  consequence  of  nis  reputation  and 
ability  you  can  understand  that  it  is  the  more  difficult  to  keep  him 
with  us. 

The  situation  at  present  is  this.  The  Chair  of  Physiology 
in  the  University  of  Liverpool  has  recently  become  vacant  and  the  best 
available  man  will  be  obtained  to  fill  that  position.  There  seems 
to  be  little  doubt  that  Brodie  will  be  appointed  there  should  he 
consent  to  let  his  name  come  forward  as  a  candidate.  The  situation 
is  such  that  he  cannot  well  afford  to  reject  this  opportunity  of 
bettering  his  position  financially.  In  fact  the  question  is  entirely 
a  financial  one  as  far  as  he  is  concerned  because  he  would  much 
prefer  to  continue  his  work  in  Toronto  than  go  to  Liverpool; 

I  do  not  wish  to  weary  you  with  a  long  letter  but  in  order  tnat 
you  may  understand  the  situation  better  I  would  like  to  explain  that 
Brodie  has  remained  in  Toronto  at  great  personal  sacrifice; 
his  wife  and  three  boys  are  living  in  England,-  one  son  is  entering 


Sir  Edmund  Osier, 2. 


the  navy  and  the  other  two  are  completing  their  education  at  home. 

I  cannot  well  give  you  the  particulars  which  make  this  unfortunate 
arrangement  necessary  except  in  a  personal  interview  but  tne  tact 
is  that  under  existing  conditions  Erodie  has  used  up  all  nis 
available  personal  funds  and  is  about  at  the  ena  oi  his  tether  and 
is  going  behind  yearly  to  the  extent  of  4' 1000  to  $1500. 

You  will  therefore  see  that  from  nis  standpoint  tie  feels  that  he  is 
not  free  to  deal,  with  this  opportunity  of  bettering  Pis  financial 
position,  although  he  has  no  desire  to  leave  us.  There  is  of 
course  the  natural  desire  to  be  with  his  wife  an a  toys  but  I  fancy 
Mrs .Brodie  could  .loin  him  here  if  his  emolument  could  be  ice r 'used 
and  some  suitable  arrangement  could  then  be  raede  for  the  beys  in 
England . 


you  with  this  lone  preliminary 
you  of  the  facts  so  that  if  you 
perhaps  you  might  consider  the 


I  trust  I  am  not  wearying' 
explanation  but  I  wise  to  apprise 
can  suggest  or  help  us  in  any  way 

matter  favourably.  Professor  Erodie 's  salary  at  present  is 
44000  and  there  is  no  opportunity  here  of  increasing  that  emolument 
in  any  way.  Even  tne  examiners  fees  were  cut  off  by  the  University 

a  year  ago.  he  feels  also  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  for 

tne  work  of  his  department  that  he  should  get  an  additional  $1000 
for  a  skilled  assistant.  I  think  he  can  obtain  |2000  foora  the 

University  for  this  purpose  at  present  but  he  says  that  a  well- 

work  cannot  be  obtains  a  for  less  than 
remain  with  us  should  we  be  able  to 
$6000  per  annum  and  I  am  told  that  the 

in  England  would  be  in  tire  neighborhood 
that  amount  would  go  further  in  England 


trained  man  to  do  efficient 
$3000.  1  think  he  could 

raise  his  own  salary  to 
emolument  he  would  receive 
of  $6000  and,  as  you  know, 

than  it  does  in  Canada.  The  salary  at  Liverpool  would  be 

considerably  less  than  that  amount  (I  think  it  is  about  $5000) 
tut  ho  would  obtain  additional  v.ork  which  would  increase  it  bv 
anotner  thousand,  so  that  unquestionably  he  could  obtain  ;'6000  by- 
going  to  Liverpool. 

The  position  therefore  is  that  we  should  endeavour  to  raise 
$1000  additional  for  the  assistant  and  $2000  additional  for  the  Chair 
or  in  otner  words,  what  one  would  like  to  see  obtained  for  tne 
Department  of  Physiology  at  present  is  $3000  over  and  above  what 
the  University  at  present  pays  in  the  Department  of  Physiology. 

It  seems  hopeless  to  obtain  this  increased  amount  from  the 
University.  You  no  doubt  are  aware 'of  the  deficit  in  the 
University  exchequer  and  it  seems  obvious  that  if  the  University 
Governors  increased  Erodie' s  salary  then  a  number  of  other 
professorships  must  be  treated  along  similar  lines,  and  at  the 
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present  juncture  I  am  told  the  University  could  not  possibly 
afford  to  entertain  such  an  idea. 


I  am  wondering  if  it  is  possible  to  obtain  some  form  of 
private  endowment  or  oteer  financial  arrangement  bo  as  to  obtain 
from  private  sources  an  amount  of  £3000  annually  for  the 
Department  of  Physiology,  and’ it  is  with  this  suggestion  in  view 
that  I  am  taking  the  great  liberty  of  writing  to  you  personally 
in  this  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  you  are  already  aware  of 

the  facts  vniicn  l  nave  detailed  above  but  I  thought  I  might  placf 
the  matter  before  you  in  this  form  so  that  you  will  understand 
the  situation  which  confronts  us. 


Brodie  has  not  only  accomplished  brilliant  work  in  the 
Department  of  Physiology  but  he  has  also  helped  us  greatly  in 
developing  our  effort  to  do  experimental  work  in  connection  with 
some  of  the  pressing  problems  which  arise  in  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


I  may  say  that  Professor  Brodie  is  very  reticent  about  his 
affairs  and  is  the  last  man  to  make  the  slightest  move  which  would 
suggest  that  he  is  "holding  up"  the  University,  and  I  only  learned 
yesterday  that  he  must  communicate  with  Liverpool  on  or  before  the 
first  of  Hay .  In  other  words,  he  must  decide  his  action  within 
the  next  ten  days.  I  think  it  would  be  Little  short  of  a 

calamity  sho ^ld  we  lose  him  at  the  present  juncture  and  I  know 
that  this  feeling  is  shared  by  ail  my  colleagues.  A  personal 
interview,  I  am  sure,  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  than  this  long 
screed  but  as  I  find  you  are  out  of  town  and  will  not  return  in  time 
to  discuss  the  matter  I  thought  I  should  take  the  liberty  of  writing 
you  at  length.  I  do  not  wish  a  stone  unturned  to  retain  Brodie. 

It  would  be  a  serious  loss  to  Canadian  university  life  If  we  should 
lose  his  services. 


Please  forgive  the  liberty  I  take  in  thus  writing  to  you 
personally  but  I  know  how  greatly  it  would  be  appreciated  if  you 
could  see  your  way  clear  to  suggest  some  way  out  of  our  difficulties 

I  am,  believe  me. 


lours  very  sincerely. 


A.  PRIMROSE. 


HOURS  FOR  CONSULTATION  12  TO  2  P.M 


lOO  COLLEGE  STREET, 
TORONTO. 


✓ 


TELEPHONE  NORTH  1655. 


May  4th,  1914. 


President  Falconer, 

University  of  Toronto, 

Toronto . 

Dear  Mr .President : - 

I  enclose  herein  copy  of  a 

letter  which  I  have  sent  to  Mr. Leonard  regarding  the 
Erodie  situation. 

I  have  sent  a  letter  almost  identical  to  Sir  Edmund 
Osier.  In  the  latter  I  have  merely  omitted  references  to 
former  conversations  wnich  I  have  had  with  Mr. Leonard  on  the 
sut je ct . 

I  am, 


Yours  very  sincerely. 


* 


